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Visitors come to Jordan! 


AMMAN, Jordan — A Jordanian newspaper's April Fool's Day report chronicling a late-night visit by 10-foot- 
tall aliens in flying saucers sparked public panic and almost led to the town's emergency evacuation, officials 
said Monday. 
The Al Ghad newspaper published a front-page article April 1 about the fake UFO landing near the desert town 
of Jafr, some 185 miles (300 kilometers) from the capital, Amman. The report said the UFOs lit up the whole 
town, interrupted communications and sent fearful residents streaming into the streets. 
Jafr's mayor, Mohammed Mleihan, got caught up in the paper's prank and said he sent security authorities in 
search of the aliens. 
"Students didn't go to school, their parents were frightened and I almost evacuated the town's 13,000 residents," 
Mleihan told The Associated Press. "People were scared that aliens would attack them." 
A Jordanian security official, speaking on condition of anonymity in order to discuss security issues, said an 
emergency plan was almost enacted in Jafr. 
Mleihan said he may sue the daily for its "big lie," but added that the paper had called to apologize for the 
inconvenience caused by the joke. 
Al Ghad's managing editor, Moussa Barhoumeh, tried to defuse the situation, saying the report has been "blown 
out of proportion." "We meant to entertain, not scare people," he said. 
Orson Welles caused similar panic in 1938 with his infamous "War of the Worlds" radio broadcast. The live 
drama's fake news reports about a Martian invasion sparked hysteria among listeners who thought its portrayal 
of the attack was true. 

Jamal Halaby, The Huffington Post, 4/5/10 


Happy April to all! 
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The Prez Sez... 


Recently I intercepted a spread spectrum subspace 
negative frequency message that was digipeated 
thru the Galileo space probe. This message 
combined with a vision I had after 30 minutes of 
breathing oxygenated gasoline has led me to reveal 
the ultimate HT modification for Dstar digital 
coverage on an ordinary HT. 

A. Remove all screws and knobs from radio. 

B. Carefully remove circuit board and place it in a 
brown paper bag filled with styrofoam peanuts. 

C. Using a hot knife cut out the section with your 
radio’s make. 

D. Place the remaining parts on a lightly greased 
cookie sheet. 

E. Place cookie sheet in your oven and set it to self 
clean for 2 hrs. 

F. Take bag with circuit board outside. 

G. Tie the bag with 6ft of WU3I's magic cord. 

H. Swing the bag over your head at least 10 times. 

I. Aiming for your neighbor’s cat or the squirrel 
that has been eating your tulip bulbs, let the 
bag go while barking like a dog. 

J. If you miss hitting anything try again. 

K. Run back into the house shouting "I'll get you 
my pretty!" and remove the cookie sheet from the 
oven. 

L. When the smoke detectors finally stop beeping 
place the cookie sheet in the garbage. 

Q. Look in the mirror and repeat 17 times "I need a 
vacation and I need it now!" 

X. Order a new HT with digital capabilities. 

Z. When it arrives glue the lettered section of your 
old radio over the new radio. 


* Blurb 


April 2012 
Congratulations, you now have a radio with 
Digital Coverage. 
Warning- This mod may void your warranty and 
give your neighbors something to talk about behind 
your back. I personally have not tried this mod (I'm 
crazy not stupid) so I can't guarantee the results. 
Your mileage may vary. 
P.S. If you haven't figured this article is submitted 
for your enjoyment on April 1“, well, what can I 
say? 


73, Bob KB2ERL 


Phil-Mont 
Birthdays & Tidbytes 


April Birthdays 


APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
05 Rob Moore — N2RM 
06 Andrew Furlong KC2PMW 


08 Jackie Chedeville (XYL W3GQD) 
13 Michaela Uebelhoer KB3UFY 


15 Joan Clifford (XYL W3UY) 
Mai-Lin (XYL N3BKR) 
21 Michael Vincent N3TOX 


22 Susan Hoch (XYL WU3I) 
28 Gwen Patton - NG3P 


30 Al Kaufmann - K3ZMJ 


MEMBERSHIP STATS 
At press time P.M.R.C. had: 
84 FULL PAID MEMBERS 

8 FAMILY MEMBERS 

4 YOUTH MEMBERS 

1 HONORARY MEMBER 


Four candidates succeeded in the March 


exam: I Tech, I General and 2 Extras . 
The VE evening session is Thursday the 
26th this month. 


As always, many thanks to our VE team! 


Don’t miss the April meeting! 


VP Al, W3STW has lined up a great 
program for April - Lightning 
Protection and Grounding of Amateur 
Radio Equipment by Ron, K3ZKO 


From the Secretary 


BoD Meeting Minutes, March 7, 2012 

Bob, KB2ERL, called the meeting to order 
at approximately 2010. 10 people were present. 
Rick, ND3B; John, KB3SJS; Steve, WU3L Fred, 
WA3KIO; Al, W3STW; Eric, N3QV; Dick, 
W3RM; Jen, KB3MIV; Ed, KB3IV. 

W3RM submitted the Treasurer’s report. 
WU3I made the motion to approve the report. 
ND3B seconded the motion and everyone agreed. 
WU3lI and KB3 IV reported on the repeater. Anyone 
interested in having a site added in an area, please 
let one of the members know. There will be a 
painting party needed for the main repeater. Off- 
sites were reported as being up by the end of the 
week. Thanks to Doug, WA3DSP. New member 
submission, James M. Weiler, AB30M, was 
reviewed. W3RM moved to accept membership. 
WUS3I seconded the motion and the group agreed. 
ND3B reminded everyone to input Blurb articles 
and submissions by the 20" of the month. W3STW 
wanted to mention the photos were enjoyable and 
was looking for more each month. KB3IV reported 
on the database. W3STW informed us of the 
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programs we can look forward to for the General 
Meetings. March included a presentation on 
FLDIGI. April will see a program by K3ZKO. For 
May we can look forward to Allstar link 
programming. June, of course, will be a Field Day 
review. WU3I made a motion for the meeting to 
close at approximately 2048. W3STW seconded the 
motion and everyone agreed. 


de Jen, KB3MIV 


PMRC Meeting Minutes, March 14, 2012 


VP Al W3STW opened the meeting at 20:05 and 
asked for committee reports. 

Dick, W3RM reports that most members 
dues are paid, FAR applications must be post 
marked by 4/15/12 and applications are available on 
their website. Also the QCWA has scholarships in 
addition to FAR. In conclusion he says the club’s 
finances are sound. 

Steve, WU3I provided lists of equipment for 
sale donated by inactive ham David Soskis. Anyone 
interested should contact him for a list and prices. 

Ed, KB3IV says the nets are running 
smoothly but as always can use more volunteers to 
be Net Control Stations. The new club directory 
will be included with this month’s Blurb. Any 
changes should be reported to him for correction in 
the upcoming fall update. 

Bill, W3AOK reports that all offsite 
equipment is back in service with the efforts of 
Doug, WA3DSP. Many thanks to Doug for his time 
and energy. 

Andrew, KC2PMW reports the website 
running smoothly and asks any content for it be 
emailed to him or Eric, N3QV. Thanks guys for 
keeping this up to date. 

Blurb editor Rick, ND3B reminded 
everyone that deadline for submissions is the 20" 
but he’s flexible! 

Business being concluded Al began an 
informative and interesting program on digital 
modes, specifically FLDIGI, with the help of Barry, 
K3EUI and Bill, AOK at the audio video controls. 


de Rick, ND3B 


— * Blirh 


NVIS COMMUNICATION 
Learn how and when to use it 
Bob Thomas, W3NE 


aa 


Professor Bob 


To get right to the point, NVIS stands for Near 
Vertical Incidence Skywave. NVIS is a method of 
communicating with high reliability by radio using 
an antenna positioned close to the ground. RF from 
the transmit antenna is radiated nearly vertically 
toward the ionosphere which reflects it downward 
as a skywave. The skywave covers the surface of the 
earth in a circular pattern with a radius of about 300 
miles around the point of origination. This article 
will show how and when NVIS can be used to 
advantage in various amateur situations. 


Hams are fortunate that there is an ionosphere 
surrounding the earth because without it, HF DX 
would be impossible. The ionosphere consists of 
free electrons, ions, and plasma clouds extending 
from 30 to 300 miles above the earth’s surface. Its 
actual makeup depends mainly on the sun, so it 
varies with time of day, with the seasons, and with 
conditions on the sun, i.e., ultra violet and x-ray 
radiation, sunspots, flares and other solar 
phenomena. DX is possible when radio waves from 
an antenna are reflected by the ionosphere back to 
the earth at some distance from their source. 
Multiple ionosphere-to-earth reflections can carry a 
radio signal around the globe for phenomenal DX 
contacts, depending on conditions in the ionosphere. 


The ionosphere is generally considered to be 
divided by altitude into three main layers. The 
lowest, called the D-layer, absorbs radio waves with 
frequencies below 1500 kc. (200 meters). It is 
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dependent on the sun to produce ionization for its 
existence so the D-layer is present only in daytime 
and disappears at night. It absorbs RF energy when 
present in daylight, preventing upper layers of the 
ionosphere from reflecting RF back to the ground. 
That’s why there is no broadcast-band DX during 
the day, although distant BC stations pound through 
at night when upper layers of the ionosphere bend 
their signals back to earth. The next higher layer, 
the E-layer, ordinarily does not reflect RF above 
about 10 Mc. so it is the reason 6-meter DX is 
uncommon except during “sporadic-E” events 
during which floating clouds of ionization are 
present for intervals lasting from a few minutes to 
several hours, especially during the summer. 


The highest-altitude layer of the ionosphere is the F- 
layer. It is so dense it reflects radio waves back 
toward earth, depending on their frequency and 
angle (incidence) at which they approach the F- 
layer off of vertical. For example, RF from an NVIS 
antenna directly below the F-layer (Vertical 
Incidence) will be totally reflected straight back to 
earth as long as it is below the “critical frequency.” 
If it is above the critical frequency vertical beams of 
RF continue going right through the F-layer into 
space. Signals arriving at an angle of incidence off 
of vertical are reflected back to earth as a skywave 
returning at some “skip distance” from their source 
for what we call “DX.” The original skywave is 
often reflected back and forth between the 
ionosphere and surface of the earth several times for 
amazing communications around the globe. All of 
this was not recognized by the U.S. Congress in 
1912 when, responding to pressure from the Navy 
and commercial interests, they relegated all amateur 
activity to frequencies above 1500 kc. Ha, ha! Hams 
then showed the world the value of short wave 
communications! 


The critical frequency that determines reflective 
properties of the F-layer for NVIS varies constantly, 
but is usually below 10 Mc. It should be checked 
prior to attempting NVIS because it could be so low 
that even the 40-meter band might be marginal; you 
can always count on 160 and 80 meters, however. 
Although the critical frequency is the upper limit for 
Vertical Incidence RF to be returned to earth, don’t 
let it discourage you for non-NVIS operation. Skip 
can occur at frequencies much higher than the 
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critical frequency.’ A map depicting current critical 
frequencies around the world is available at: 
http://www.spacew.com/www/fof2.html 
Near-vertical radiation and reception is attained by 
locating antennas, preferably at both ends of the 
circuit, very close to the ground — anywhere from 
0.15% (18 ft. for 40M), to as close as two feet or 
even laying the wire right on the ground! The earth 
then reflects transmitted RF directly upward and 
only the vertical returning skywave is effective at 
the receive end. That has two advantages to ensure 
solid, reliable communications: 1) Only very stable 
vertical-incident waves are utilized, and 2) QRM 
from long-path DX, and atmospheric noise, which 
primarily originates from distant lightening and 
man-made sources, arrive nearly horizontally where 
a low receiving antenna is very insensitive. A 
compromise of antenna height and performance has 
to be reached of course. Transmit and receive 
efficiency requires antennas to be as high as 
possible, but QRM and noise attenuation is 
enhanced when the receive antenna is as low as 
possible. A loss of only 6 dB occurs when an 
antenna is as low as .O5A (6 ft. on 40M, 12 ft. on 
80M). That loss can be compensated for with 
additional receiver gain and there will still be an 
overall improvement in signal-to-noise ratio! It is 
not necessary for both ends of a communications 
circuit to incorporate NVIS_ antennas, but 
performance is doubled when they do. 


We have been conditioned to believe that best HF 
communications results only when antennas are as 
high as possible. That is true when earth/ionosphere 
reflections, or “skip,” are relied upon to bounce 
signals over one or more long distance hops but 
then we also have to accept inevitable gaps in local 
coverage and possible fading and high noise levels. 
NVIS is appropriate when solid communications 
within 300 miles is paramount. 


NVIS antennas are uncomplicated and can be easily 
stored, ready for hasty deployment. Once the 
antennas are up on low masts (or even traffic cones) 
emergency traffic can be handled in _ low- 
interference conditions. NVIS is perfect for hilly or 
mountainous regions where its vertically-oriented 
signals are unaffected by high terrain and deep 
valleys. They are popular along the California coast 
where continuous coverage around the barren 
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mountains and into deep canyons is essential. In 
fact, an ideal location for an NVIS station is at the 
bottom of a valley where surrounding hills provide 
a noise shield and the moist earth an excellent 
ground reflector! Typical uses for NVIS in our area 
would include regional emergency nets, say 
involving Philadelphia and Harrisburg or 
Washington-Philadelphia-New York. It is also well 
suited for informal round tables. NVIS offers great 
potential for hikers and QRP operators as well as 
relaxed rag chewing from home with attenuation of 
interference that might make a QSO by standard 
means unpleasant. And finally, with Field Day 
around the corner, a simple NVIS antenna for 80M 
or 40M thrown up at the last minute (no high-power 
launcher required) could re-open a 280,000 square 
mile surrounding area for new contacts that might 
have been previously missed due to skip associated 
with traditional high-mounted antennas. 


NVIS is such a broad and expanding amateur 
activity that its full potential cannot possibly be 
covered in a short article. The internet abounds with 
information and advice on how to get started and 
make this unique mode of operation work for you. 


Critical frequency should not be confused with 
Maximum Useable Frequency (MUF) which is a 
determining factor for useful DX conditions. MUF 
is related to critical frequency, however, by the off- 
vertical angle at which signals approach the 
ionosphere. It is calculated as follows: 

MUF = f. + (secant 0), where 0 = off-vertical 
angle that incident RF makes with the ionosphere 
MUF typically is 2 to 4 times the critical frequency, 
depending on path length and season. 


Bob Fort, KB3SFY 


COLLEGEVILLE - Bob Fort Jr. is passionate 
about stock car racing. At 62, he has been driving 
competitively for more than half a century, and he 
has racked up an impressive number of wins. 

But two years ago, the Collegeville resident of 35 
years took on a challenge he was not expecting - a 
battle with prostate cancer. 

"Some friends of my dad were famous drivers and 
when they stopped by our house I always listened to 
their stories," the veteran driver offered. He said he 
knew then he wanted to be more than a spectator in 
this fast-paced, high-risk sport that was becoming 
more popular as its fan base increased. 

Fort has lived his dream for more than 50 years. 
He has been at the top of his game for many of 


those years, winning 330 circle track and drag races. 


Married, with four children, six grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild, Fort said his only son, Rob, is 
also a race car driver. Together, they manage their 
own team, Fort Racing. Their logo: "Racing is Our 
Passion." The Fort website - = 
www.FortRacing.com = - offers more information 
about this family business. 

Fort said of the injuries he has endured during his 
50 years in racing it is two spinal injuries he 
considers the worst. 

Then two years ago, in 2010, the race driver hit a 
bump of a different kind. During an annual physical 
examination required by racing associations, his 
primary care physician suggested Fort see a 
urologist. 

His protein-specific antigen (PSA) test, a common 
marker used to diagnose prostate cancers and other 
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prostate disorders, was more elevated than it had 
been in the previous year. 

The PSA and digital rectal exam are the initial 
screening tests for prostate cancer in asymptomatic 
men age 50 and older. In high-risk patients, who are 
smokers, of African-American descent or have a 
family history of prostate cancer, the PSA and rectal 
exam should be done annually, starting at age 40. 

A diagnosis of prostate cancer is not made until a 
biopsy of the prostate gland confirms the cancer. 
The earlier the diagnosis is made, the better the 
chance of a cure after treatment Prostate cancer has 
the second highest annual mortality rate in men, 
ranking at 11 percent; the first is lung/bronchus 
cancer at 29 percent, according to 2010 American 
Cancer Society statistics. 

Fort followed his doctor's advice and was seen 
promptly by Dr. Laurence H. Belkoff in his Bala 
Cynwyd office. Belkoff is one of 14 physicians 
whose practice, Urologic Consultants of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, diagnoses and treats 
both men and women for diseases of the genital- 
urinary tract and the male reproductive system. 

After Belkoff reviewed Fort's history, PSA test 
and results of other diagnostic studies, he did a 
thorough physical exam. He then ordered a prostate 
tissue biopsy. 

Fort, who described himself as a "tough guy," said 
the biopsy caused some discomfort. "But I wouldn't 
say it was severe pain," he noted. But when the 
physician told him he had prostate cancer, Fort's 
worst-case scenario was confirmed. 

Fort talked lightly of the day he learned he had 
cancer. "I never asked the doctor then if I was going 
to die. I just wanted to know if I would be able to 
race again," he said. 

Belkoff said technology has improved and new 
treatments are offered for prostate cancer patients 
that weren't available even a decade ago. "Two of 
my partners perform robotic surgical procedures 
frequently as the treatment of choice for many 
patients with prostate cancer," he said. 

"In Bob's case, my first choice of treatment was 
removal of the prostate through robotic surgery. 
Bob opted to not have this alternative as it would 
have meant missing more races and possibly more 
side effects," explained Belkoff. 

Since radiation was a reasonable option, the 
physician agreed to that form of treatment. 
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Fort received 44 IMRT treatments over an eight- 
week period at Philadelphia Treatment, Radiation 
Oncology Center. He said the only side effect he 
experienced was decreased energy on some days. 
But it was not enough to cause him to withdraw 
from four races he competed in while receiving his 
treatment. 

After his treatment was completed, Fort had a new 
passion: encouraging his fellow race drivers and his 
fans to follow his example and be screened for 
prostate cancer. 

"I really hammered these guys to follow my lead," 
Fort shared. Of the 60 racers who got his message 
and were screened, four were found to have prostate 
cancer. 

"I feel like I saved their lives," added Fort. And 
Belkoff agrees the race car driver made a difference 
in educating these men. 

It been a year and a half since Fort completed his 
treatment for prostate cancer. He has not slowed 
down. He has two passions now - educating his 
fellow race drivers about prostate cancer and racing. 
And he still works for PennDOT. 

Fort has said he will retire from circle track racing 
after he completes six races he is scheduled for, but 
he will continue with drag racing and working with 
his team. 

He said he accepts the fact that younger drivers 
have quicker reflexes. And if younger drivers 
believe they are immortal, well, Fort said, age really 
has nothing to do with that. 

With a wry smile, he said, "I don't think I'm going 
to die, either." 


Read the full story here: 
http://www.pottsmerc.com/article/20120108/TMP08 
/301089998/local-stock-car-driver-a-prostate- 
cancer-survivor &pager=full_story 
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Have you heard about D-Star? 


Philadelphia Digital Radio Assn meets the first non- 
holiday Monday of each month at the Community 
Ambulance Assn 1440 East Butler Pike Ambler, Pa. 
19002 at 7:00 pm. 


The club has two D-star repeaters on the following 
frequencies: On two meters - 146.61 (-) and on 70 
cm 445.18125 (-) 


I run a weekly club D-star net on Mondays at 8:00 
pm local time on the club 2 meter frequency. 


de Jim, NS3K 


Check out this rope for your antenna 
project - 

3/32" Braided Olive Drab - Dacron / Polyester 
cord 

This is a high quality braided polyester cord with a 
breaking strength of 210 pounds. Proudly Made in 
the U.S.A.! 


This is a gorgeous solid braid perfect for dipole 
antennas. Very low stretch and strong. Will 
withstand the weather & sun for 7 to 10 years. 


PRICE $10.00 PER 100 FEET 
SOLD IN 100 FOOT LOTS 
CONTACT STEVE WU3I AT 
WU3I@ARRL.NET 
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FOR SALE - GREAT DEAL 


Each HT below has had light use and comes with all 
manuals, accessories and original packaging. 


-Yaesu VX-7R Black 50/144/440 MHz dual band 5 
Watt -- If purchased new at HRO $369 - on sale 
for was $200 

Now $175 


-Kenwood TH-F6A dual band 144/220/440 MHz 5 
watt -- If purchased new at HRO $324 on sale 
for was $175 now $150 


Again, all are in great condition. Feel free to 
contact me at your convenience. 


Bob Rose N3TWO 
email: N3TWO @arrl.net 


Some pictures from the 
March meeting 
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Vice president Al, W3STW introduced us to 
digital modes and FLDIGI in particular. 
Thanks to him as well as Barry K3EUI 
and Bill, W3AOK. 
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April at Phil-Mont 
1 Sun N30WM NCS 
April Fool’s Day 
7" Sat Passover 
8" Sun KA3IRJ 
Easter NCS 
11" Wed General Meeting 
15" Sun KB3IV NCS 
17" Tues Taxes Due 
22"! Sun K3XS NCS 
26" Thur VE session 
29" Sun N3QV NCS 


Don’t forget the ARES net on Sunday nights and 
the Digital net on Tuesday nights. 
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Fastener Problem Solved 


Have you ever heard of the Japanese Industrial 
Standard fastener or JIS for short? Well, if not, you 
are not alone. This bit of awakening reared its’ ugly 
head when a Phillips screwdriver could not remove 
a screw in a sick Yaesu transceiver. Gosh, it sure 
looked like a Phillips! Could this be one of those 
special “look alikes”? A check with Wikipedia by 
searching “screw heads” brought some surprising 
results. 


It appears that there is a JIS pattern that looks very 
similar to a Phillips. However, the JIS 
configuration is designed not to “cam” out when 
excessive torque is applied. Not surprisingly, this 
fastener is commonly found in Japanese equipment. 
The JIS culprits are usually (that means not always) 
identifiable by a single dot or an "X" to one side of 
the driving recess. Because of the differences in the 
angles of the driver tip, a JIS driver can normally be 
used on a Phillips screw but a Phillips driver will 
only damage a JIS screw. 


Bill W3KOC 


Thanks for this sharing this tip Bill! 
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